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Down but never out... 

James Stewart has been up-and-close and personal 
with the various terrains of the AMA Supercross 
series far too often in the five events run so far. 

The Yamaha rider is as explosive and fun to watch 
as ever but has been taking flak for whatever reason 
inside the arenas. Click here to read the story 

Photo by Juan Pablo Acevedo www.mxlonboard.com 
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Heading in the right direction... 

There was renewed vigour about the Ducati Team with 
their reworked GP12 in the opening MotoGP test of 
the year. The familiar blue and orange RC213V was out 
front on the clock but Valentino Rossi was enthused 
about the improved front-end feel of the sexiest bike 
on the grid...now even more exclusive thanks to the 
presence of just three manufacturers for ‘12 

Photo by Ducati Corse Press 
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Double ‘D’ double act... 

De Coster and Dungey are t he lynchpins of KTM’s 
bloom on the AMA scene and OTOR took some 
time to catch both the Belgian and the American 
before the Dodger Stadium SX three weeks ago. 
Ray Archer pointed the lights and captured the 
moment while Dungey was an engaging and honest 
interviewee. Read it here 


Photo by Ray Archer 
























THE NEW 


Perfect start for Ryan Dungey in the AMA Supercross & 

450 Motocross class on the new KTM 450 SX-F Factory Edition 


First podium: AMA Supercross, Round 1! 
First win: AMA Supercross, Round 2! 
"Ready to Race"! 












READY TO RACE 


»www.ktm.com 
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T he second race at Anaheim produced a lot 
of the things that we thought we’d see after 
the first trip to Angel Stadium. Namely a domi¬ 
nant Ryan Villopoto victory. 

The Monster Energy Kawasaki rider hadn’t 
been getting the starts needed since that 
opening round win all those weeks ago and 


despite being the fastest guy on the track most 
weekends, RV had little to show for his speed 
other than thirds and fourths. 

But not this weekend. Villopoto grabbed the 
holeshot, then got around a slippery Chad 
Reed and motored away for his second win 
of the year and he’s the first two-time winner 










Stewart was in the wars again and this 
time had to battle pain in his ribs and 
wrist. It was a heavy heat race crash. 
Click the ‘0’ to see... 


Watch Stewart crash 
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we’ve had this season. Villopoto has to stay 
out of trouble - like any of the other racers 
- and he should win. But if he can’t do that, 
he’ll struggle to get back to the top step. The 
competition is too strong and too deep this 
year. 


RV cleared off but if you’re JGRMX Yamaha’s 
James Stewart or Two-Two’s Bel-Ray Honda’s 
Chad Reed you have some solace to take 
with you back to the motorhome on Saturday. 
Reed, who was third, was ill all week and not 
feeling 100% on raceday. 
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Stewart crashed hard in his heat race and was 
forced to go to the LCQ. And as usual with 
these guys, when they fall it normally hurts. 

So a sick Chad Reed and a banged-up Stew¬ 
art know that they weren’t at their best last 
Saturday. 


And for Red Bull KTM’s Ryan Dungey, two 
weeks in a row he hasn’t gotten the start he 
needed and as we said with RV, there’s no 
chance you can do anything if you can’t start 
with the best. He too is muttering the “what 
if’s...” that so many racers do. 
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Watch A2 highlights 

VIDEO 




Dungey was left out of the top 
three for the second week in a 
row and conceded that more work 
needed to be done on his starts 


The track was tough to pass on and very techni¬ 
cal with whoops that were the most formidable 
of the year (even thought they were cut down 
after a set of practice sessions) and most of us 
thought that, with a decent start, Villopoto was 
going to be tough to beat and he was. 


This doesn’t mean the chances of another bat¬ 
tle are lessened this weekend. This series is 
shaping up to be a great one and it could be 
debated if we’ve ever seen four riders so fast 
and so equal. 






Eli Tomac puts a couple of fingers on the West Coast 
Lites title after his third win in a row. Honda cleaned out 
Anaheim this year with Seely taking A1 and returning to 
the podium next to his brand-mate at Angel Stadium 






















AMA-SX CLASSIFICATION & CHAMPIONSHIP 


AMA SUPERCROSS RESULT ■ AMA SUPERCROSS LUES WEST 

II COAST RESULT 


Riders 


1 

Ryan Villopoto, USA 

Kawasaki 

2 

James Stewart, USA 

Yamaha 

3 

Chad Reed, AUS 

Honda 

4 

Ryan Dungey, USA 

KTM 

5 

Juston Brayton, AUS 

Honda 


AMA SUPERCROSS 

STANDINGS (after 5 of 17 rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Ryan Villopoto 

108 

2 

Chad Reed 

105 

3 

Ryan Dungey 

103 

4 

James Stewart 

095 

5 

Kevin Windham 

073 


Riders 


1 

Eli Tomac, USA 

Honda 

2 

Cole Seely, USA 

Honda 

3 

Marvin Musquin, FRA 

KTM 

4 

Dean Wilson, GBR 

Kawasaki 

5 

Nico Izzi, USA 

Yamaha 


AMA SUPERCROSS LITES WEST 
STANDINGS 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Eli Tomac 

113 

2 

Dean Wilson 

091 

3 

Marvin Musquin 

084 

4 

Cole Seely 

079 

5 

Zach Osborne 

067 
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PLACE YOUR BETS... 

By Steve Matthes 


R yan Dungey could’ve won the Oakland Su¬ 
percross but instead he got fourth. And that, 
my friends, is a good thing. 

He didn’t get the start that he needed, was 
forced to work up through the pack and although 
he wasn’t close to the front-runners at the end of 
twenty laps, I think he could have won the race. 
Why do I think that? Well he won Phoenix earlier 
in the year so we know he’s got the speed and 
the machine. 

What has happened is we’ve reached the point 
of parity much to the delight of the series pro¬ 
moters no doubt. Not everyone can win right 
now but in my eyes four of them can and that’s 
an improvement from where we’ve come in the 
last decade or so. 

Gone are the days of Jeremy McGrath, Ricky 
Carmichael, James Stewart and Chad Reed be¬ 
ing the main guys (and lest you think Dungey’s 
title was a battle- he walked home with the 
2010 title). 

We’ve seen a dominant rider for a long time 
and then, only if we were lucky, we saw two 
guys who could win. Now we’ve got four and 
we should relish this time in history. My eyes 
glaze over when I think about all the races I’ve 
seen with MC, RC or Stewart just checked out 
and gone. 

James Stewart, Ryan Villopoto, Chad Reed and 
Dungey have all won races this year and the 
winner of each seems to be the guy who gets 
the start and stays trouble free although it ap¬ 


pears that each guy can pass the other if they’re 
feeling it that day. Combined with 2011 (which 
was also a banner year for competitiveness) and 
we’re seeing a new age in supercross. 

They say the National Football League in Ameri¬ 
ca is as big as it is because the fans soak up the 
idea that anyone could win at any time. I’ve writ¬ 
ten in this column before my distaste for NAS¬ 
CAR in America but I’ve got to admit, its appeal 
is that there are twenty or so drivers that could 
take the chequered flag each Sunday. 

We’ve reach the point of 
parity, much to the delight 
of the series promoters... 

We need parity in AMA Supercross and last year 
was fantastic for the series and its fans. Ryan 
Villopoto ended up with the title in the end and 
that’s after he didn’t qualify for a main event. How 
crazy is that and how much does that speak of 
the sport’s breadth and even-keel right now? 

So drink this in and pay attention to what goes 
on with the winner each week, chances are he 
put himself into a good position at that particu¬ 
lar minute, hour and day and consistency has 
never been a more precious commodity. 

The age of a rider only having one rival to seri¬ 
ously think about seem to be over. 

It’s a great time to be a supercross fan right now. 


MOTOCONCEPTS HOPING 
TO DRIVE IN NEW DIRECTION 


T he Motoconcepts team has been a bit of an 
outsider in its five years or so of existence. 
Funded almost solely by a Pacific Northwest 
entrepreneur named Mike Genova, whose main 
business is hot tub accessories, Motoconcepts 
has branched out to make motorcycle plas¬ 
tic stands, mats, garage organizers and other 
products. 

What Genova did for many years was play the 
game in hope that his racing program would 
grow bigger each year. He first raced Hondas 
and then switched to Yamahas and along the 
way had some success with riders like Ryan 
Sipes and Kyle Chisholm. But there was also 
some frustration with the way the system oper¬ 
ated over here. Genova felt like he deserved 
some support from an OEM after being the 
good soldier, having a professional set-up, 
gaining good results and when nothing came 
his way via an OEM, Mike decided that enough 
was enough. 

For 2012 he hired Mike Alessi, Jeff Alessi, Jake 
Canada and Tommy Weeck and put the Alessi 
brothers on 450 Suzuki’s and the other two 
guys on 250 Honda’s; except you’d never know 
it if you checked out the team in the paddock. 
What Motoconcepts did was erase any indica¬ 
tion that the team had ‘red’ or ‘yellow’ bikes 
and asked the media to just refer to them as 
MCR (Motoconcepts Racing) 450’s and 250’s. 

It’s a unique idea to be sure and not one I'm 
sure is going to work but as Genova told me: 
“When you’re paying for everything, you can 
call it what you want.” So Mike Alessi is out 
there with the brand of motorcycle that he had 
his previous best results on with a bike that is 
basically built from the aftermarket industry. 


And I suppose no matter how Mike does this 
year (and outdoors, he could podium), there 
won’t be any support from Suzuki. This can’t 
be the way that the OEM wanted it to be but 
they have to accept it. After all, they had a 
chance to step up and for whatever reasons 
(mostly budgetary I’m sure) chose not to. 

Now normally this wouldn’t be that big of a 
deal because there are many privateer teams 
that get no help from the factory and still let 
everyone know what brand they have chosen 
to run. But Mike Genova is attempting to do 
something a little different and it may change 
how future teams decide to operate. Or it could 
turn out that Alessi (again, probably outdoors) 
needs some backing, information on a bike 
problem they’ve been having or is after more 
performance and is forced to go to Suzuki for 
help. And then maybe the familiar “S” appears 
on the machine. 


However this shakes out, I’ll be watching. 




SX COUNTS COST 
OF INJURY SPATE 


long with being either the first or second 
most-followed motorcycle racing series in the 
world, AMA Supercross is also one of the riski¬ 
est. With greater risk comes the greater reward I 
suppose. Early on in the 2012 season, it appears 
that more riders than ever are dropping out with 
serious injuries. Only four rounds into the cham¬ 
pionship and, sadly, the casualty list is already 
building up. 

Of course there’s the Trey Canard and Ryan Mo- 
rais incident in LA for round three - where Morais 
tripled and Canard doubled - and the results 
were predictably very bad. Canard’s got a broken 
back, Morais a broken neck and facial injuries. 
Both riders are most likely to be done for the 
year, which puts both teams (Honda and Star/ 
Valli Yamaha) in a bind. 

Monster Energy Pro Circuit’s Tyla Rattray went 
down in Oakland (round four) that caused frac¬ 
tured vertebrae and puts him out for the remain¬ 
der of the supercross series. That one was defi¬ 
nitely a bit of a shocker as Rattray is a bit older, 
less prone to taking chances and is looked upon 
as a steady rider. The crash was a hard one (click 
on the ‘O’ below to see it). 

Jeff Ward Racing’s Josh Grant, who has battled 
injury the last couple of years, hit the deck hard 
with Ivan Tedesco at LA (a ruinous round three 
again) and although they’ve been saying that 
Grant’s recovery is week-to-week, you have to 
think that it’s going to be a little while for him. 

Hart & Huntington Kawasaki has been partly 
wiped out as team captain Tedesco is out for 
six-to-eight weeks after hurting his finger in that 
Grant tangle. Tedesco, like Grant, has battled 
hard to make it to every race but just hasn’t been 


able to keep it on track. His team-mate Josh Hill 
came into the season at less than 100%, broke 
his lower leg at A1 and will probably be back in a 
couple of weeks or more. As mentioned, Star/Val- 
li Yamaha lost Morais for the year and its other 
450 rider Austin Stroupe crashed hard at each of 
the first two races and is now on the sidelines. 

That’s six main event SX racers that are out - al¬ 
most a third of the field - and a premier 250 guy 
as well. It’s been a long hard season so far for 
many of the riders. Wait. Did I just say ‘long’? I 
mean it’s been a tough four weeks. 

Welcome to supercross, still wish you could do it? 
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JAMIES STEWART 


THE STEWART QUANDARY... 

OTOR speaks to three people who have the closest view on the polemic status 
James Stewart seems to hold in the minds of AMA Supercross audiences... 

By Adam Wheeler, photos by Ray Archer 


D arkness descends on the arena and the 
lightshow starts, thumping intros of bom¬ 
bast greet the protagonists of the AMA Su¬ 
percross series. Cheers and clapping accom¬ 
pany the likes of Dungey, Windham, Canard, 
Weimer and Villopoto but boos and catcalls 
greet arguably the most talented dirt-bike 
rider of them all as he wheels onto the stage. 

The poor reaction to James Stewart’s pres¬ 
ence in the stadiums is puzzling. Nobody 
can deny the JGRMX Yamaha racer is a joy 
to watch on the motorcycle. Even the slightly 
sensationalist of race fan must lap up the 
‘win-or-crash’ approach of an individual who 
has aced all there is to celebrate on American 
soil. Stewart has embraced social network¬ 
ing and prides himself on a close relationship 
with his followers (regular Facebook video 
notes), appears to give something back (his 
pre-event dinners are becoming renowned) 
and in the Pirelli press conference prior to 
the Dodger Stadium meeting - round three 
of the championship - he comes across as a 
humorous and earnest public speaker. 


Stewart is in a paradox, either revered or 
reviled. The jeers that welcome him to Chase 
Field in Phoenix are replaced by spontaneous 
appreciation when he quad-jumps to pass 
two riders at once in the Qualification Heat. 
The grudging respect he might have built 
under public gaze through the afternoon at 
Dodger Stadium in Los Angeles is squashed 
in a moment when a tough pass on Jake 
Weimer for second position in the main event 
brings immense vocal disapproval from the 
stands. A few laps later, in hot pursuit of 
eventual winner Chad Reed, he will drop the 
Yamaha for the third weekend in a row. 

In a perverse way it is entertainment but the 
main questions are: 

Can James Stewart do any right? 

How did he get in this position? 

Prominent RacerX journalist Jason Weigandt 
offers his views as does RacerX, OTOR and 
PulpMX journo Steve Matthes as well as 
Stewart’s JS7 official representation Greg 
Hatton... 


“Weigandt: People are picking favourites 
by their personality instead of what they 
are only doing on the track...” 


By competing only in Supercross... 

The idea of swapping 29 races for just 17 and 
the occasional outing seems to be parallel to 
sacrilege for some dirt-bike purists despite the 
fact that the notion is hardly new with the likes 
of McGrath, Windham and Reed also opting 
for the stadium lights over the years. Stewart 
was last a full-time committed AMA National 
motocrosser in 2008 when he won every single 
moto, thus the championship: the Outdoor 
mountain was suitably conquered. Up until 
now his previous employer/set-up, L&M Rac¬ 
ing, existed solely for Supercross. Stewart is 
set for a full motocross campaign this summer. 

Weigandt: The fans are very divided now. If 
they cheered riders simply by their ability 
then you wouldn’t hear a single boo for James 
Stewart but they are obviously making judge¬ 
ments based on other things. I don’t think it is 
deserved. He is not the first guy to do super¬ 
cross only. 

Matthes: If he does the Nationals then I be¬ 
lieve they will come back around, just like they 
did with Reed and he will become like the 
‘older sentimental’ favourite. It is weird how 
that works because some guys get away with 
it. Nobody booed LaRocco or Windham but 
they booed McGrath, Reed and Stewart. I don’t 
know the criteria for some guys getting away 
with it and others not. 


Hatton: The popular term now is ‘hate’, peo¬ 
ple like to hate on a certain situation and it is 
interesting how they put things together. Peo¬ 
ple let what others say and perhaps write on 
the internet lead their opinion. It is a favourit¬ 
ism thing: if you are for one guy then you can’t 
be for another but there has to be a limit. It 
happened in the old days but there was still a 
degree of respect. It is like people have forgot¬ 
ten what James has done. He has already won 
this championship and he had a perfect sea¬ 
son outdoors. 

Weigandt: In a way I think it shows how big 
the sport has become. If you go back ten or 
twenty years the fans pretty much cheered for 
who won. Nowadays there is so much access 
to a rider’s personality through all the videos, 
websites and twitter that now you get to pick 
favourites by their personality instead of what 
they are only doing on the track. People are 
‘into’ it enough to be able to make a decision 
instead of just cheering the winner. 

Hatton: It is a mystery but if there are boos at 
the beginning of the night then they can easily 
turn to cheers when he is racing. It can be that 
fickle. 

If James goes on a tear and wins the next 
five races then there won’t be boos. Everyone 
likes to see him ride and his style on the bike 
is beautiful to watch because there are things 
you just don’t see with anybody else. 
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JAMIES STEWART 


A question of image...and colour? 

As one of the major earners in motorsports 
over the past half a decade or longer Stewart 
has not been coy about his wealth but, again, a 
successful sportsman sporting a pair of fancy 
wheels (Audi R8 and Lamborghinis) is not an 
uncommon sight. There has been the well- 
documented run-in with the law last year and 
a few on-track scrapes (with Reed no less) that 
have not honed his reputation. On the other 
hand Stewart has been proactive with charita¬ 
ble schemes. He worked with the San Manuel 
Outreach programme to Boy’s and Girl’s Clubs 
in the U.S. and Canada, sponsors the AMA 
Springtime amateur championship (happen¬ 
ing at Freestone at the end of this month from 
which the winners of the 49 classes will be 
able to ride at his compound at Haines City in 
Florida) and also throws impromptu dinners 
for his fans. He paid for 150 to come and eat, 
meet and greet before Anaheim 1. 


Weigandt: He has made mistakes with his im¬ 
age so it is not entirely to be blamed on fans 
for being tight, rude or mean. There are times 
when things do not go well for him and he 
goes into hiding and doesn’t explain himself. 
And if he did he almost always comes across 
really well. If he did that more then it would 
help him but when the heat is on he tends to 
hide away. 

Matthes: James has not been the greatest at 
public relations over the years but if you go 
by his truck in the pits it has the most people 
around it. Whenever I’ve had him on my show 
he’s a great interviewee, very honest. He makes 
an effort with the dinners and the ride days but 
everyone seems to focus on the negative. 
Hatton: For me it is interesting coming into 
a situation where I knew James before but I 
know him even better now and I have gotten to 
know someone who is doing it for all the right 
reasons. Someone who loves racing and loves 
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to compete. He is very grounded in his family 
and in ‘giving back’ and it seems like people just 
want to look past that. 

Weigandt: One of the strange things that nobody 
can understand but I believe to be true is that in 
a one-on-one social situation James actually is 
a shy guy. Riders can be raised in a very weird 
social situation and can’t be just like a regular 
guy hanging out, they need to have a couple of 
friends around all the time to feel at ease. I don’t 
think it is about throwing money around or hav¬ 
ing an entourage, it is just a normal thing. 

Hatton: I don’t want to say the media portrays 
him the wrong way but people are reading it the 
wrong way. They’re thinking he’s I’m flaunting 
my money and whatever’ but he is just having a 
good time from what is an awesome opportunity 
for which he has worked for. They say people like 
to be happy more than sad and he is definitely 


one of those. He likes to race because that’s 
what he enjoys doing. He wants to win because 
he knows he can. 

Then of course there is Stewart’s position as still 
the only high profile African-American champion 
in what is a predominantly Caucasian sport. 

The NFL has an African-American ratio between 
60-70% depending on which source you read, 
while the NBA is almost 10% higher. Baseball 
was measured at 8.5% of all players in Major 
League in 2010. 

In Motocross Stewart is alone, save for his as¬ 
piring younger brother Malcolm. Although the 
Stewarts are not new to the scene this is still 
a heavily steeped demographic and OTOR was 
informed by one source that traces of racism 
still haunt the scene, particularly at some of the 
more remote circuits. 


At Anaheim last weekend Stewart Senior was 
allegedly spat-on in a related incident. 

Matthes: I think race still has something to do 
with it. As a Canadian living in America there 
is still a little bit of that in the USA. 

Reality TV not quite so real... 

Dubbed a documentary, ‘Bubba’s World’ aired 
for two seasons on Fuel TV in 2010 and 2011 
and while nobody can doubt the benefits of the 
extra exposure it carried its zany nature and 
perception of Stewart away from the race-track 
might not have done him any favours. 

Weigandt: I think he gets unfair criticism for the 
reality show; with some thinking he doesn’t race 
motocross because he is too busy being a TV 
star. I think he said that it takes something like 
three weeks out of his yearly schedule to do. 


Matthes: That reality show was the best and 
worst thing for him. It worked in a good way 
because it exposed him to a lot of people who 
aren’t into motocross and he created a lot of 
interest in himself but the fans of the sport 
saw right through it, how fake it was and how it 
seemed he was flaunting his wealth a little bit. 
Hatton: That TV show is purely about enter¬ 
tainment. I’ve always said that if you want to 
see an awesome reality show then turn up to a 
supercross stadium as soon as they open the 
gates and stay around until they close because 
what these guys go through, mentally, physi¬ 
cally and emotionally over the course of one 
day is real drama. 

It is never perfect or how you imagine it to be; 
there is nothing-fake going on. 
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THE ADDED BENEFITS OF A KIDNEY BELT. IT ALSO OFFERS PERFECT INTEGRATION WITH ANY 


LEATT® NECK BRACE, GIVING YOU THE EDGE TO GET ON TOP! 


DESIGNED TO FIT PERFECTLY WITH ANY LEATT-BRACE® 
SHOULDER AND ELBOW CE APPROVAL TO EN 1621-1 
BACK APPROVED TO EN 1621-2, LEVEL 2 
FRONT CE APPROVED TO prEN 1621-3 LEVEL 2 
SAS-TEC IMPACT ABSORBING MATERIAL IN PROTECTORS 
BRACEON STRAP HOLDS NECK BRACE TO BODY PROTECTOR 
YET ALLOWS INDEPENDANT MOVEMENT 


• COOL, COMFORTABLE AND BREATHABLE MESH 

• ZIP OFF SLEEVES 

• WORN UNDER SHIRT 

• THREE SIZES THAT FIT RIDERS APPROX. 40- 110KG 
(90-240 POUNDS) AND 160 TO 196CM (5’ 3" TO 6’ 5" FT) TALL 















MotoGP 


FIRST 2012 MOTOGP TEST 


SEPANG, MAL - JANUARY 31st~FEBRUARY 2nd 

MotoGP fastest time: 

Day One: Jorge Lorenzo, Yamaha 
Day Two: Casey Stoner, Honda 
Day Three: Casey Stoner, Honda 


STALL 


By Adam Wheeler, photos by Honda Pro Images/Andrew Nort 
www.yamahamotogp.com, Ducati Corse Press & Milagro 

















Stoner wears the number one 
for the second time, a Honda 
for the first since 2007 
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T he studio photos from Repsol Honda’s 
2012 launch appear almost identical to 
last year’s. Subtract Tech3 Yamaha’s Andrea 
Dovizioso and change Casey Stoner’s number 
‘27’ for T and it looks like someone has been 
let loose with Photoshop. As the MotoGP term 
began at the place where it spiritually ended 
last October it seemed the status quo on the 
grid of the premier class had also been rigidly 
replicated. Champion Stoner provided all with 


a little hope and extra motivation when a back 
strain ended his participation after four laps 
on day one of three but he was back at the top 
of the time sheets the next two outings in this 
first official ‘cobweb blowing exercise’ planned 
for the next two months. 

That the Australian was able to set the fastest 
ever lap of Sepang by a motorcycle indicated 
that the reigning champions were on their 
way to solving the ‘chatter’ complaints of the 
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riders with the new Bridgestone combination 
on the lOOOcc factory RC213V (the bike al¬ 
legedly has benefitted from even more invest¬ 
ment approaching the eighteen round 2012 
series). “We’ve made progress in reducing the 
chatter a little more and trying a few different 
things, some small settings on the shock that 
we haven’t tried before amongst other points,” 
said Stoner who then rushed off home to Swit¬ 
zerland to imminent fatherhood. 


While the interests of the test split into dif¬ 
ferent tangents - three CRT bikes were on- 
track and predictably four-five seconds off the 
pace, the spotlight was heavier than ever on 
Ducati now that they are the sole upstarts to 
the works might of Honda and Yamaha and 
Moto2 Champion Stefan Bradl continues his 
education - the depth of supremacy the Hon- 
das currently hold over the pack was perhaps 
the main barometer in terms of how the initial 















Rossi was in better shape compared to 
twelve months ago and so was the Ducati. 
The Italian had surgery immediately 
afterwards to remove the pin in his right 
leg, a remnant of his 2010 crash at Mugello 



phases of the season could play out. In red, 
Valentino Rossi and an ailing Nicky Hayden 
were encouraged by the revamped Desmo- 
sedici GP12. “We consider this test to be a 
starting point,” remarked the Italian. “I know 
that the work has never stopped at Ducati." 
Expectedly most of the team’s post-test press 


releases were full of description concern¬ 
ing the happiness of riders and staff and 
effectiveness of the labour completed but it 
was heartening - from the point of view of 
a neutral observer - to note Jorge Lorenzo’s 
peaking contentment. Hopefully the Spaniard 
won’t be the sole threat to the Hondas this 




year and won’t have to stretch the limits of 
the YZR-M1. “I’m really, really satisfied. I have 
improved on my best record here in Sepang,” 
he commented. “We tried a lot of things; 
some have been a lot better, especially one 
major improvement. The electronics are not 
perfect yet, we still need to make it smoother 


but the bike has so much potential we are 
very optimistic.” 

The factory teams will gather for another 
three day test in Malaysia at the end of Feb¬ 
ruary and then again at Jerez in Spain in the 
final days of March. CRT crews will be busy at 
Aragon and then also Sepang and Jerez. 












Three long days of work and adaptation for 
Moto2 World Champion Stefan Bradl with 
the LCR Honda. The German is bound to 
gather a lot of interest during 2012 
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Pedrosa admitted to being tired after three 
days of testing and that the biggest area 
for improvement is braking. Otherwise 
he worked on suspension settings and 
electronics to maximise grip of the new 10 




















NEWS 

NICKY HAYDEN BACK 
UNDER THE KNIFE 


N icky Hayden was due to undergo further 
surgery on Monday after an examination 
following the Sepang tests revealed cartilage 
and muscle damage to his shoulder and back. 

Hayden has already been on the operating ta¬ 
ble once this winter after breaking his shoulder 
and ribs in a dirt-track training crash back in 
December but he returned to Dr Arthur Ting’s 
famous California clinic having suffered major 
discomfort in Malaysia. 


“Of course another operation before the sea¬ 
son is never a good thing but I’m actually 
happy that I tried to ride in Malaysia because 
it helped me discover that the problem with 
the shoulder was bigger than we thought,” re¬ 
ported Hayden. “After seeing the scans, it was 
clear why I couldn’t ride well. Setbacks are a 
part of life and a part of MotoGP, so we’ll deal 
with it and do everything possible to get back 
on the bike in good condition as soon as pos¬ 
sible.” 





WORRYING TIMES FOR 
MARC MARQUEZ 


ast year’s Moto2 World Championship 
runner-up and clear 2012 favourite Marc 
Marquez has suffered a pre-season setback 
with the news that he has been ruled out of 
this week’s test at Valencia. Marquez has been 
struggling with double vision ever since the 
crash at Sepang that ruled him out of the final 


two rounds of the 2011 season and effectively 
handed the title to Stefan Bradl. 

Having recently undergone corrective surgery, 
his Repsol team have set the disconcertingly 
vague date of ‘the near future’ for his eagerly 
anticipated comeback. 










For publicity opportunities contact us at 
info@otormag.com 
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BANTER FROM THE FRONT LINE... 

By Matthew Roberts 



A few years ago I used to ghost write a col¬ 
umn on behalf of Randy Mamola for a vari¬ 
ety of publications and invariably at this time 
of the year the subject up for discussion would 
be pre-season testing. 

I would push Randy for his analysis of the lat¬ 
est time sheets to come back from Sepang, 
Jerez or Phillip Island and his reaction was al¬ 
ways cagey. How much fuel did Stoner have on 
board when he set his fastest lap? What tyres 
was he using? How many laps did each rider 
do? How hard were they pushing? The truth 
is never known until the riders line up for the 
first race of the season and it is foolish to look 
too deeply into a list of lap times from the first 
session of the year. 

Nevertheless it was encouraging to hear the 
positive vibrations coming from Ducati rather 
than the front-end ones that caused them so 
much trouble last season and from a British 
perspective it is nice to see Cal Crutchlow hit 
the ground running. Brit fans might remember 
the set of tests that were particularly harsh to 
James Toseland not so long ago. 

Other than that, particularly considering the 
physical condition of Nicky Hayden and Andrea 
Dovizioso, there didn’t look to be any surprises 
out in Malaysia last week and as expected 
Casey Stoner remains very much the man to 
beat. 

One thing that has changed with regard to test¬ 
ing over the last few years is the way it is cov¬ 
ered. I have spent many a long day in empty 
press rooms or walking up and down pit-lane, 


waiting to catch a word with the mechanics 
and riders at the end of the day to make sense 
of the relentless ‘lappery’ that has been taking 
place from dawn till dusk. Now, thanks to Twit¬ 
ter, we can cover the tests like never before - 
not just thanks to the plucky journalists onsite 
but from the fingertips of the riders themselves 
and often, even better than that, their crew and 
close aides. 

One thing that has 
changed with testing is 
the way it is covered... 

Want to know what’s really going on with 
Valentino Rossi? Follow his famous sidekick @ 

UccioYellow46, mechanic @Alex_Briggs or 

personal manager @Davide_Brivio. For Nicky 
Hayden read close buddy @NickSannen and 
for Cal Crutchlow try his spanner @Steve- 
Blackburnl. There is also some good banter 
between paddock members, with the Yamaha 
and HRC factory press officers enjoying some 
public goading of each other, whilst Hector 
Barbera used the social networking site to 
respond to Uccio’s accusations that he’d spent 
all day following Rossi. 

It’s all good fun but I’m looking forward to the 
next instalment at the end of this month, when 
the boys will be back at play for three more 
days at Sepang. 

With just further three days of official testing 
to take place at Jerez in late March before the 
season starts in April, things should start to 
get much more serious. 
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By Adam Wheeler, photos by Ray Archer 


R yan Dungey comes across as a fast rider 
lacking the edge of unpredictability asso¬ 
ciated with James Stewart, the feisty aggres¬ 
sion of Ryan Villopoto or the flashy showman¬ 
ship of Chad Reed. 

The 22 year old from Minnesota - the Su¬ 
percross and Motocross Champion of 2010 
- seems to hold a middle ground but his traits 
of friendliness, politeness and cordiality are 
clear enough. 

By opting to race for KTM in 2012 (even with 
the large ‘safety net’ of a re-acquaintance with 
mentor and Team Manager Roger De Coster) 
Dungey’s decision meant he skirted near a 
hint of controversy for the first time with the 
Austrians’ record of results not yet augment¬ 
ing their profile in North America. His judge¬ 
ment has so far proven to be pretty shrewd. 


Three podiums from five events and that 
landmark victory at Phoenix for round two 
poirtt to the fact that Dungey is looking good 
in oifenge. 


of his profession, Dungey is the opposite and 


■ 


prefers a different perspective to his Moto¬ 
cross of Nations team-mate. They may have 
the same Christian name but first impressions 
of the champions from the past two years are 
as different as the shade of their bikes... 


w 


We borrow no more than thirty minutes of his 
time for photographs and a twenty minute 
interview and he is nothing short of courteous 
and obliging. When he talks about his racing 
it’s with a sense that he recognises the privi¬ 
lege of his occupation and status. While Ryan 
Villopoto points to the drains and demands 
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RYAN DUNGIEY 


"There is a lot of hope and faith involved at 
that moment of signing the contract but the 
way it came together was impressive ..." 


Sunday morning after that first victory for KTM 
in Phoenix you must have been buzzing... 

I was! I felt great after a night like that. The win 
was earlier than I expected, not just for the sea¬ 
son but also for KTM. It was a big step and a 
good confirmation of all the work we had done 
through the whole off-season. It was a good lit¬ 
tle morale booster for everybody. 

You’ve won before but for KTM this was a new 
experience... 

That was the cool part. Being out there and 
winning...it wasn’t just for me it was for the 
whole team, all the guys in Austria and the 
whole set-up in the U.S. Everyone was so ex¬ 
cited. They know it is not easy to win races, and 
it was really cool to see everybody so happy. 

KTM really celebrate their racing achieve¬ 
ments. Did you grasp a bit of the fact that 
you’d set an important milestone for the com¬ 
pany? 

It does register. It was a win that ranks as one 
of the best in my professional career because 
of how special it was. I guess making history is 
what it is all about but it’s also hard to then sit 
back and soak it up too much because there is 
still a lot of racing ahead. KTM have been very 
dominant in Europe and they have put together 
a great package in the States. They have done 
everything they could to supply a winning bike. 

I wouldn’t have signed that contract if I didn’t 
think we’d be capable of winning races. There 


is a lot of hope and faith involved at that mo¬ 
ment of signing the paper but the way it came 
together was impressive. To answer your ques¬ 
tion, I do realise history is being made but I’d 
rather keep plugging away. Enjoy the victory 
and enjoy the time but if you sit back too long 
the train will roll by. 

At the Monster Energy Cup in Las Vegas Oc¬ 
tober you finished second and already looked 
to be on a good level. Was there a big progres¬ 
sion from that point to here? 

I think we progressed a lot since then. Getting 
on the KTM, it was a whole new 450 so we were 
starting from the ground-up and I was happy 
with how the guys went about it. 

We made more progress in those first two 
weeks than I thought we would. I wasn’t going 
to race the Monster Cup but on the Thursday 
before we were all sitting at the test track and 
we’d had a good day. We’d closed-up on a lot 
of the stuff we wanted to and I knew the guys 
wanted to go racing. So we went for it. I felt that 
we were as prepared as we were going to be 
and it was a good opportunity for us to gather a 
lot of good information. 

After that we had a week off and then went 
back to testing and improvements on little 
things. 

The bike was getting better and better day-by- 
day until it was time to go back to Florida put 
in all the physical, mental preparation, the labs, 
testing, strength work together. 



Do you think taking on this challenge with 
KTM has been character building? 

When KTM came with an offer I didn’t push it 
aside at all. I looked at it and thought about 
it and what helped in coming here was my 
relationship with Roger. I know that if Roger 
says something is capable then it has a lot of 
potential because I know he has been in a lot 
of great positions and seen a lot of things and 
raced himself. That helped the idea stick in my 
head. I didn’t really care about what anyone 
else thought because I had to make a decision 
about surrounding myself with the best people 
and the equipment necessary to win. It was a 
different decision because KTM had not been 
dominant here in the USA but the challenge 
looked like the right one for me. I wasn’t go¬ 
ing to have the level of commitment KTM were 
prepared to give anywhere else. After going to 
Austria and seeing how they run the show.... 
it was a good indication of feeling ‘I’m in the 
right spot’. 

Did winning Phoenix push the expectation lev¬ 
els up and pressure onto your shoulders? 

KTM have given me 110% and I know it is 
important that when it comes to giving back, 
whether its racing, riding, testing, training 
then I will also give 110%. My heart is totally 
in this sport and I love what I do. I get to race 
dirt bikes for a living and get paid for it! It is a 
very fortunate position to be in but at the same 
time I am very aware of what it takes to make 
a team happen, a lot of money, man-hours and 
equipment. The goal is to win races and cham¬ 
pionships and be a good rider but also be 
respectful, someone a kid can look up to, but... 
shoot...when it comes to being on the line I 
want to know that I did everything possible, 
and it’s time to go racing and have some fun 
while getting the job done... 


You hear booing from the fans for Stewart and 
Reed but you seem to have a good rapport 
with the stadium audiences... 

You know, aside from being on the bike... I 
remember being a kid and being rejected by 
riders because you caught them at the wrong 
time. I remember what it was like and as a 
rider I want to be able to give back from this 
good position I have. I hope I can motivate and 
inspire someone to live their dreams to the 
fullest in the way that the other guys did to me 
when I was younger. 

To hear you talking about the sport it seems 
that the demands, the relentless timetable 
and the pressure of being a title contender is 
something you just take in your stride... 

Without a doubt it is an intense sport and 
that’s why only a handful of riders can handle 
this position and pressure. It is fun out there 
and it is enjoyable but there is a stress that 
comes with it for sure. It puts the candle out 
pretty quick and you need to recharge and 
recover. 

There are a lot of races but I will never com¬ 
plain about it. I’ve figured that if my heart is 
100% into it then I’ll always do this sport. The 
day it is not then maybe it is time to step away. 
Without a question there is wear-and-tear 
physically and mentally but also in other walks 
of life. The way I look at it is that it could be a 
lot worse! 

I get to do what I love and I get paid to do 
what I love, and even though 1‘ve accomplished 
every championship in motocross - and I’m 
not bragging when I say that - I feel there is a 
lot more I want to achieve and I haven’t tapped 
into that yet. 

I have some good years left in me and I want 
to live them to the fullest. 


RYAN DUNGEY 
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RYAN DUNGIEY 


“I’d like to see how fit I could get 
on a bicycle and maybe get out to 
France to try those Alps ..." 


That said you race for a European manufac¬ 
turer...is there any chance your European fans 
might get to see you in action pushing for a 
title on the other side of the Atlantic? 

Ha! As of right now it is not part of the plan. 

I signed a two year deal with KTM for Super¬ 
cross and Motocross over here and we can 
race the best of the world when we go over to 
the Des Nations; it is always very fortunate to 
be a part of that team every year. That’s the 
only racing I get to do against the Europeans. 
There is obviously a lot of talent over there 
and every year [at the Nations] we see that. I’ll 
definitely give it some thought but right now 
we need to figure out what we want to do here. 

What do you like to do away from the track? 

When it’s time to race, and think about racing, 
then that’s one part but having a balance in my 
life is key. I’d go crazy if I thought about moto¬ 
cross every day...which is hard not to! But at 
the same time I like to go wakeboarding, golf¬ 
ing and going back to my family in Minnesota. 

I rarely get back there now and spend more of 


my time in Florida. There is a lot of travel but 
we get to see a lot of places. I'm like a normal 
kid and at the end of the season I’m looking 
for downtime and for ‘getting away’. I got a 
great family and a great girlfriend and I can 
find a lot of easy ways to get away. I’m kinda 
bad when I get on my laptop; I can be there for 
hours. I do like watching movies, especially af¬ 
ter a hard day of work and you can just hit the 
couch. It is important to give yourself a break 
mentally. You can think of fun things to do but 
you actually have to get out and do them to 
clear your mind. 

Is there one thing you’d like to do in life that 
doesn’t involve a motorcycle? 

We do a lot of road cycling as part of our sport 
and I also find it is a good way to clear my 
mind and get out on some new roads. 

I’ve spent a lot of time on that road bike, so 
maybe some racing would be cool but I’d like 
to see how fit I could get on a bicycle and 
maybe get out to France and try some of those 
Alps! 



ms NEWS 

MAGGIORA BACK 
IN THE GP BIG-TIMI! 


Y outhstream may have two big holes to 
fill in the 2012 FIM World Championship 
schedule that cranks into life in nine weeks 
but that hasn’t stopped the promoters of the 
series laying down more roots for the future. 

A quite unexpected press release popped into 
the Inbox Sunday evening with regards to a 
seven Grand Prix contract for the Italian venue 
of Maggiora with the venue hosting events 
between 2013 and 2020 but missing 2016 to 
celebrate a thirty year anniversary of the myth¬ 
ical 1986 Motocross of Nations and then also 
entertain the flagship meeting in 2021. 

Two interesting elements spring forth from this 
news. Firstly, that the ever mobile Grand Prix 
of Italy is set to have a period of geographic 
stability. The race is typically moved around 
from year-to-year - indeed it is rare that cur¬ 
rent incumbent Fermo has retained a round 
for three seasons now - by the Italian Federa¬ 
tion, FMI. A lock-out for the Italians in terms 
of World Championship status - akin to the 
multi year agreement Youthstream have with 
Teutschenthal for the German stop - is not 
on the cards as President Giuseppe Luongo 
stated: “This project will not close the door to 
other GPs in Italy because we know Italy is a 
strong sporting country and if there are other 
organizers in the future interested in a second 
Grand Prix of Italy, we will for sure take this 
in serious consideration,” he said. “Naturally 
Maggiora and the other eventual GP in Italy 
will always be organized with the support of 
the Italian Motorcycle Federation (FMI), which 
we thank for all that they do for our sport.” 

The second is the resurrection of Maggiora 
itself. The site northwest of Milan has been off 
the radar in terms of major international (or 
even national races) for more than a decade 
and hasn’t seen world championship action 


since the late 1990s. Some doubt whether it 
has the infrastructure to again be the focus for 
Grand Prix and this is supported by the em¬ 
phasis in the press release that the layout will 
be part of a redevelopment of the complex. 
“The entire project is based on the idea of 
creating a new environmentally friendly space 
with a variety of services, in order to accom¬ 
modate other events,” commented Stefano 
Avandero a representative of Schava SRL the 
company responsible for the plans and new 
alignment with Youthstream. 

Then there is of course the sport’s obsession 
with nostalgia and a romantic image of its past 
and Maggiora is not only a circuit that drifts 
into the fond annals of Italian motocross but 
also has relevance for Luongo with promotion 
of the feted ’86 Nations that established the 
charismatic entrepreneur credentials on the 
international stage. Maggiora has a year to be 
chiselled into a twenty-first century facility and 
then is bound to carry a large degree of leni¬ 
ency even if there are a few bumps in the road 
on its reawakening as part of the 2013 contest. 
It will almost certainly create a lot of interest 
among European fans in the way that classic 
circuits like Namur and Foxhills convey the 
aura of yesteryear. 



LEOK GOES DISTANCE IN 
FREEZING FRENCH SAND 


J ourneyman Grand Prix motocrosser Tanel 
Leok will represent his seventh team in the 
FIM Motocross World Championship this year 
and the 26 year old began his 2012 campaign 
as a Rockstar Energy Suzuki rider by taking 
a fine second place at Le Touquet Beach race 
in near sub-zero temperatures on the French 
coast. 

The three hour coastal ‘trek’ has become an 
important fixture for the factory Belgian crew 
with Team Manager Eric Geboers a former 
winner and Suzuki laying claim to their first, 
historic success twelve months ago thanks to 
talented former MX World Champion Steve 
Ramon. Leok had the hard task of ploughing 
through the soft terrain and dodging a plethora 
of hobbyists but was admirably supported by 
the Geboers-run unit including the likes of 
team-mate Clement Desalle and Ramon him¬ 
self, who is trying to come back to fitness in 
the wake of his qualification crash and back 


trauma in the sand of Lommel last July. 

The Estonian has competed - and registered 
notable results - for Kawasaki, Yamaha, Honda, 
TM and is now back in ‘yellow’ and the brand 
with which he made his initial splash steering a 
RM250 two-stroke in the inaugural year of MX1 
in 2004. 

Renowned as a hard charger, Suzuki were 
pleased to sign Leok as a worthy test-bed for 
the ever-reliable factory RM-Z450 (just one 
electrical problem comes to mind, Desalle’s 
non-finish in Brazil 2010, when trying to think 
of a DNF) and the fact that he successfully bar¬ 
relled through three hours of punishing frozen 
sand must have been partly encouraging for 
the Suzuki’s technical staff. 

The Valence International race in France now 
awaits the team before an appearance in the 
Italian Championship opener at Montevarchi a 
week later. 



Christophe Desmet 
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FILLING THE GAPS, 


By Adam Wheeler 
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W ith MotoGP now officially out of slumber and 
Supercross firmly entrenched in a thirteen- 
week run of events it seems that motocross is 
being left behind. 

Well, in ‘OTOR world’ anyway. 

After what seems a long winter of inactivity, news, 
pictures and videos are starting to filter through 
regarding some of the protagonists of the 2012 FIM 
series. However much we’d quite like to glimpse 
Paulin on a works Kawasaki, the Pourcel brothers 
kitted out (whether in UFO or some other company) 
the new 2013 factory Honda or the fresh SX450F 
KTM rolled into a paddock perhaps the most perti¬ 
nent subject still to see light of day is the comple¬ 
tion of the Grand Prix calendar itself. 

Two gaps remain with rounds eight and fourteen 
(of sixteen) in the air and just nine weeks until the 
opener in Holland on Easter Monday. With Youth- 
stream claiming not so long ago that a host of 
organisers were ready to become a part of the FIM 
World Championship schedule it must be a differ¬ 
ent reality that faces the shape of the sport today. 
The demise of the U.S. Grand Prix (despite vocal 
public opinions from key figures that the event 
would live on) and the apparent evaporation of 
Spain as a host country are just two indications 
that organisation of Grands Prix has become a 
delicate balancing act and a complex procedure; 
witness the allegedly more speculative role Youth- 
stream have played in the rebooting of the British 
GP for example. 

Spain’s descent is particularly sad. It was formerly 
one of the strongholds of European government- 
backed international motorsport events. A country 


with a valid history in independent motorcycling 
manufacturing, and although it’s motocross past 
is not so illustrious it is a nation that lives and 
breathes bikes. It appears even the ‘crown jewels’ 
are not safe from an economy that’s stinks like a 
two-week old Paella. A Catalan government min¬ 
ister recently commented that the FI and MotoGP 
fixtures at Barcelona were under threat due to the 
expenditure of having the series’ next door to the 

Even Spain’s ‘crown jewels’ 
of FI & MotoGP are not safe 

capital city and within reasonable driving distance 
of both Valencia and Aragon. 

If the ‘TBC’s in the MX calendar give cause for con¬ 
cern then Youthstream have moved in other direc¬ 
tions with some concrete plans. A trip to Thailand 
and a new market in 2013 and placing Germany 
and Italy (two present hotspots thanks to the Roc- 
zen/Cairoli effect) into long-term binds are key 
signs that proactive gestures are being made for 
world championship longevity. 

Perhaps some of us would do well to lessen our 
preoccupations. I was flicking through some old 
texts the other day trying to find out the venue of 
the 2002 Grand Prix of Europe and came across a 
story written for www.motogp.com (yep, there used 
to be motocross news on there) where the provi¬ 
sional calendar for '02 held just thirteen races and 
four of those were ‘TBA’, including the Nations (the 
season-curtain closer is now tied-up until 2016). 

Maybe a rank-and-file of numbers, dates and geogra¬ 
phy is not so indicative of the bigger picture after all. 






BackPage 


LA Monster Energy girls 
By Ray Archer 
















’T •' 




ON 

TRACK 



‘On-track Off-road’ is a free, bi-weekly publication for the screen focus¬ 
sed on bringing the latest perspectives on events, blogs and some of the 
very finest photography from the three worlds of the FIM Motocross World 
Championship, the AMA Motocross and Supercross series’ and MotoGP. 
’On-track Off-road’ will be published online at www.ontrackoffroad.com 
every other Tuesday. To receive an email notification that a new issue avai¬ 
lable with a brief description of each edition’s contents simply enter an 
address in the box provided on the homepage. All email addresses will be 
kept strictly confidential and only used for purposes connected with OTOR. 


Adam Wheeler Editor and FIM MXGP correspondent 
Ray Archer Photographer 

Steve Cox Photo-journalist and AMA MX and SX correspondent 
Steve Matthes AMA MX and SX correspondent 
Matthew Roberts Television Presenter and MotoGP correspondent 
Gavin Emmett TV commentator/Presenter and MotoGP correspondent 

Nuria Garcia, Paula Mastrangelo & Tactilestudio Design 
Gabi Alvarez Web developer 
www.ribitsolutions.com Hosting 



PHOTO CREDITS 

Ray Archer, Steve Cox, www.yamahamotogp.com, Ducati Corse Press, 
Christophe Desmet, Honda Pro Images/Andrew Northcott 

Cover shot: Casey Stoner at Sepang, by Honda Pro Images/Andrew Northcott 


This publication took a lot of time and effort to put together so please respect it! Nothing in 
this publication can be reproduced in whole or part without the written permission of the edi¬ 
torial team. For more information please visit www.ontrackoffroad.com and click ‘Contact us’. 



